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The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House
H 232 The Capitol

Dear Madam Speaker:

Last Congress, I introduced a privileged resolution, H. Res. 1263, calling for greater
protection of congressional computer and information systems after several computers in my
Washington office were compromised by a source within the People’s Republic of China. We
subsequently learned that computers in the offices of many other Members were similarly
compromised, as well as those of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. It is logical to assume
that critical and sensitive information about U.S. foreign policy and the work of Congress was
open to view from these official computers.

Although my resolution was not acted upon, I received repeated assurances that the issue
would be seriously considered and that the leadership of this chamber would take the necessary
actions to inform Members about the threats to our computer systems and personal electronic
devices — both at home and abroad. Although the Republican Conference and Democratic
Caucus held classified briefings for Members in September 2008, the meetings were sparsely
attended. I fear that Members are no better informed today than they were before.

I have concluded that only a House rule requiring a mandatory bipartisan briefing on
cybersecurity threats to the Congress will be effective in raising awareness of this growing
threat. I propose the following rule, or language to similar effect, be included in the rules
package to be adopted tomorrow during our first meeting of the 111™ Congress:

Rule 1: The Speaker
Sec. 9: Other Résponsibilities

The Speaker, in consultatz‘oﬁ with the Minority Leader, shall arrange for a secret session
fo be held in the House Chamber on the topic of cybersecurity within the first fifty (50)
legislative days of the Congress.

The briefing shall be led by the Sergeant-at-Arms and shall address: (1) threats to House

information security, (2) threats to information security when Members travel abroad,
and (3) measures being taken secure House computer networks and electronic devices.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS



Thank you for your serious consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 5-5136.
if I may be of assistance in the implementation of this rule.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Steny Hoyer
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. Washington, DC 20515

subsequently leamedthat computers in the offices of many other Members were SImllarly
compromised, as well as those of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. It is logical to assume
that critical and sensitive information about U.S, foreign policy and the work of Congress was
open to view from these official computers.

Although my resolution was not acted upon, I received repeated assurances that the issue
would be seriously considered and that the leadership of this chamber would take the necessary
actions to inform Members about the threats to our computer systems and personal electronic
devices — both at home and abroad. Although the Republican Conference and Democratic
Caucus held classified briefings for Members in September 2008, the meetings were sparsely
attended. I fear that Members are no better informed today than they were before.

I have concluded that only a House rule requiring a mandatory bipartisan briefing on
cybersecurity threats to the Congress will be effective in raising awareness of this growing
threat. I propose the following rule, or language to similar effect, be included in the rules
package to be adopted tomorrow during our first meeting of the 11 1" Congress:

Rule 1: The Speaker
Sec. 9: Other Responsibilities

The Speaker, in consultation with the Minority Leader, shall arrange for a secret session
to be held in the House Chamber on the topic of cybersecurity within the first fifty (50)
legislative days of the Congress

The briefing shall be led byxfke Sergeant-az‘-Arms and shall address. (1) threats to House

information security, (2) threats to information security when Members travel abroad,
and (3) measures being taken secure House computer networks and electronic devices.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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Thank you for your serious consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 5-5136
if I may be of assistance in the implementation of this rule.

Best wishes.

FRW:tc
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Last Congress, I introduced a privileged resolution, H. Res. 1263, calling for greater
protection of congressional computer and information systems after several computers in my
Washington office were compromised by a source within the People’s Republic of China. We
subsequently learned that computers in the offices of many other Members were similarly
compromised, as well as those of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. It is logical to assume
that critical and sensitive information about U.S. foreign policy and the work of Congress was
open to view from these official computers.

Although my resolution was not acted upon, I received repeated assurances that the issue
would be seriously considered and that the leadership of this chamber would take the necessary
actions to inform Members about the threats to our computer systems and personal electronic
devices — both at home and abroad. Although the Republican Conference and Democratic
Caucus held classified briefings for Members in September 2008, the meetings were sparsely
attended. I fear that Members are no better informed today than they were before.

I have concluded that only a House rule requiring a mandatory bipartisan briefing on
cybersecurity threats to the Congress will be effective in raising awareness of this growing
threat. I propose the following rule, or language to similar effect, be included in the rules
package to be adopted tomorrow during our first meeting of the 111" Congress:

Rule 1: The Speaker
Sec. 9: Other Responsibilities

The Speaker, in consultation with the Minority Leader, shall drrange Jfor a secret session
to be held in the House Chamber on the topic of cybersecurity within the first fifty (50)
legislative days of the Congress.

The briefing shall be led by the Sergeant-at-Arms and shall address: (1) threats to House
information security, (2) threats to information security when Members travel abroad,
and (3) measures being taken secure House computer networks and electronic devices.
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THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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Thank you for your serious consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 5-5136
if I may be of assistance in the implementation of this rule.

Best wishes.

s ARl

Member
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ast Congress, I introduced a privileged resolution, H. Res. 1263, calling for greater
protection of congressional computer and information systems after several computers in my -
Washington office were compromised by a source within the People’s Republic of China. We
subsequently learned that computers in the offices of many other Members were similarly
compromised, as well as those of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. It is logical to assume
that critical and sensitive information about U.S. foreign policy and the work of Congress was
open to view from these official computers.

Although my resolution was not acted upon, I received repeated assurances that the issue
would be seriously considered and that the leadership of this chamber would take the necessary
actions to inform Members about the threats to our computer systems and personal electronic
devices — both at home and abroad. Although the Republican Conference and Democratic
Caucus held classified briefings for Members in September 2008, the meetings were sparsely
attended. I fear that Members are no better informed today than they were before.

I have concluded that only a House rule requiring a mandatory bipartisan briefing on
cybersecurity threats to the Congress will be effective in raising awareness of this growing
threat. 1 propose the following rule, or language to similar effect, be included in the rules
package to be adopted tomorrow during our first meeting of the 111" Congress:

Rule 1: The Speqker
Sec. 9: Other Responsibilities

The Speaker, in consultation with the Minority Leader, shall arrange for a secret session
to be held in the House Chamber on the topic of cybersecurity within the f rst fifty (50)
legislative days of the Congress.

The briefing shall be led by the Sergeant-at-Arms and shall address: (1) threats to House

information security, (2) threats to information security when Members travel abroad,
and (3) measures being taken secure House computer networks and electronic devices.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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Thank you for your serious consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 5-5136
if I may be of assistance in the implementation of this rule.

Best wishes.

FRW:tc
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The Honorable David Dreier

Ranking Member, Committee on Rules
233 Cannon House Office Building
Washiggan, DC 20515

Last Congress, | introduced a privileged resolution, H. Res. 1263, calling for greater
protection of congressional computer and information systems after several computers in my
Washington office were compromised by a source within the People’s Republic of China. We
subsequently learned that computers in the offices of many other Members were similarly
compromised, as well as those of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. It is logical to assume
that critical and sensitive information about U.S. foreign policy and the work of Congress was
open to view from these official computers.

Although my resolution was not acted upon, I received repeated assurances that the issue
would be seriously considered and that the leadership of this chamber would take the necessary
actions to inform Members about the threats to our computer systems and personal electronic
devices — both at home and abroad. Although the Republican Conference and Democratic
‘Caucus held classified briefings for Members in September 2008, the meetings were sparsely
attended. I fear that Members are no better informed today than they were before.

I have concluded that only a House rule requiring a mandatory bipartisan briefing on
cybersecurity threats to the Congress will be effective in raising awareness of this growing
threat. I propose the following rule, or language to similar effect, be included in the rules
package to be adopted tomorrow during our first meeting of the 111™ Congress:

Rule 1: The Speaker
Sec. 9: Other Responsibilities

The Speaker in consultation with the Minority Leader, shall arrange for a secret session
to be held in the House Chamber on'the topic of cybersecurity wztkm the first fifty (50)
legislative days of the Congress.

The briefing shall be led by the Sergeant-at-Arms and shall address: (1) threats to House

information security, (2) threats to information security when Members travel abroad,
and (3) measures being taken secure House computer networks and electronic devices.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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Thank you for your serious consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 5-5136
if I may be of assistance in the implementation of this rule.

Best wishes.

incerely,

TN

Member of '
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